“Those Who Stayed” Storytellers’ Recruitment Video and Presentation Text     November 18, 2021


INTRODUCTION

HELLO!  In case you do not recognize me, I am that really shy girl from Notasulga who graduated with you from Tuskegee Institute High School in 1964. You knew me as Sonjia Parker.  As you know, The Tuskegee Institute High Class of 1964 has a Reunion Club that meets the 3rd Saturday of each month.

A few weeks ago, our Club president, Anthony Lee, asked us if we knew how special our class was.  He was thinking about the facts that
--all of us are around 75 years old now, 
--we have a Reunion Club that still meets regularly
--we still attend each other’s special events like anniversaries, speeches, and funerals and
--we still take joy in hearing about the achievements of each other’s children and grandchildren.

My heart began to pound as I told the Club that our class was special for an even more profound reason--that is, we and our families had lived through Jim Crow and had actively participated in changing the South through our participation in the Civil Rights Movement.

We reminisced about how our classmates, Anthony Lee, Willie B. Wyatt and Robert Judkins had had to leave us because the amazing responsibility of integrating the white high schools in Macon County. AL had been thrust upon them.  We remembered how we participated in protests and other Civil Rights activities with our parents, many of whom were members or officers in the NAACP and other community organizations that brought lawsuits against the State of Alabama.  We thought about Gerald Billis mentioning how his parents had been devoted to the Voting Rights Struggle.  I remembered people talking about how Palmer’s mother was deeply involved in the Movement.  I also thought of Barbara White telling us about how her son had recently won an important Civil Rights case in one of the Carolinas.  Yes, we were a special class and had important stories to tell.

With enthusiasm, our Classmates decided that we needed to write a book documenting our and our families’ experiences living everyday lives in the racist Jim Crow South, while continuing to excel and move the Struggle forward. 

The Class of 1964 invites each of you to write your story, a mini autobiography, about the lives you, your parents, grandparents, and great grandparents lived in the South. We want to document our experiences during this special time in American History for our grandchildren and for future students of American History.

Your stories need not be about major news making events.  They can include stories as simple as the one I tell about my grandfather and how his “covert“ Civil Rights action affects me to this day.

My family was very poor.  We lived in Notasulga in a 3-room shotgun home, not a 3-bedroom home, but a 3-room home with an outside toilet. Each Sunday, we all climbed into Grandaddy Parker’s old Ford and went to Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church, the country church where my family had worshipped for generations.  
Every 3rd Sunday, the Church took up 3 collections: one for Church operations, one for the poor and sick and one for “Dr. King’s work”.

Every 3rd Sunday, Granddaddy Parker, who could neither read nor write, gave each of us children a nickel to put in the collection plate for “Dr. King’s work.”  Sometimes the total for the entire church only amounted to 2 or 3 dollars, but it was sent on to wherever Dr. King’s office was at the time. 

Granddaddy Parker never made the news.  He never became the leader of an organization.   His hands were hardened and split from his work as a dirt-poor farmer and a stacker of often splintered pine at the lumber mill in town, that regularly shorted him and other Black men on their pay.   

But that 3rd Sunday nickel gave his children a sense of pride that we were contributing to the Movement. This beautiful selfless act also instilled in us the value of giving back and remaining in the Struggle, no matter the size or popularity of the contribution.  I sometimes like to think that for him, this act was a covert Civil Rights Action that the KKK, who controlled Notasulga at the time, would never be aware of.

Our classmate, Lorenzo Williams, reminded us a few weeks ago, that we are “in the 4th quarter” of our lives.  Let’s tell our stories about growing up in the Jim Crow South, the hardships, the joys, the support systems, and how we learned the values that caused us to excel, and sometimes fail, but to stay in the Struggle.  Our great, great, great grandchildren will be grateful for this piece of history and proud of their connection to it.  
 
THE WRITING AND STORYTELLING PROCESS

If you can use a computer, that is great.   If you do not like using a computer, write your story in long hand on paper.  

If you do not like to write, speak into a tape recorder and we will transcribe it.  

You might also want to tell the stories to a relative and let them type for you.

You might want to solicit a sister or brother to help you think and write.

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE do not worry about grammar or sentence structure, that is my work as I have agreed to be the editor.  We just want your important story to complete our rich mosaic.

Think and talk to anyone who will listen about our project and what you are writing.

Write something every day, if you can or jot down your ideas as soon as they come to you so you can include the later.  

Do not worry about the length, write as much or as little as you like.  I will work with you on adding or shortening, if needed.


A COMMITTEE OF CLASSMATE HELPERS

We have a group of classmates who love to write and have agreed to do what we do, help each other!  We will call you frequently to see how the writing is going.  If things are going slowly, we will gently use the outline below to get you talking and writing!  I will always be available to speak and work with you.

We would like to have the book ready for distribution by our next class reunion date, July 14, 2022. That does not give us much time, but we can do it!



OUR STORYTELLING OUTLINE DRAFT 1 (NOVEMBER 21, 2021)


OUR WORKING TITLE for the book is “Those Who Stayed:  Challenging Jim Crow and Championing Civil Rights in the South”.  

A 1964 African American High School Reunion Class write about their ancestors’ decisions to stay in the South and Challenge Jim Crow, as many in their communities were immigrating North and West. They also give the readers an intimate view of their families’ day to day acts to move Civil Rights and the “Race” forward in ways heralded and unheralded.


MAJOR THEMES FOR “THOSE WHO STAYED” STORYTELLERS  


NOVEMBER 20, 2021

A.  Staying in Macon County, Alabama
a.  How did your family come to reside in the Macon County, Alabama area?  
b. Why did they come to or stay in the Jim Crow South?  
c. Were there stories of being tempted to leave when many family members and neighbors were continually leaving the South for opportunities in the North and West?
d. Please share any stories of their regret, if any, about staying in the South?
e. Did they ever express that living in the South was preferable to living in the North or West?  What was their rationale?
 
B.  Ancestors Surviving Jim Crow
a. What are some of the stories about how your ancestors (parents, grand and great grandparents, aunts, and uncles) experienced Jim Crow in their everyday lives.  What are some of the stories about how they survived or succumbed to Jim Crow?  
b. What are the stories about personal and professional compromises they made to stay in the South?  
c. What made growing up and or living in the Jim Crow South manageable for them, including the role of Black community organizations, such as churches, local clubs, masons, Eastern Stars?


C. The Civil Rights Movement and Your Ancestors
a. How were your ancestors involved in the Civil Rights Movement in official capacities and/or in simple everyday ways similar to the story I told of my grandfather?
b. Why do you think they did what they did?
c. How did these acts move the Struggle forward?
d. How did their participation affect you?
e. What are the stories about the personal or professional consequences of participating in the Struggle?
f. Are there stories of them being discouraged from participating or of them making their own personal choices not to participate in the Civil Rights Movement?

D. Other Thoughts About Those Who Stayed
a. What do you think of your ancestors’ decision to “Stay” in or to move to the South?
b. When it was your turn to decide whether to stay or to leave the South, what did you decide to do and why?

E.  Your Life in the Jim Crow South and the Civil Rights Movement 
a. What would you like your grandchildren to know about your life experiences growing up in or moving to the Jim Crow South?  
b. How did living in the Jim Crow South shape your values about social justice?
c. What stories would you tell your grandchildren about your formal or informal participation or nonparticipation in the Civil Rights Movement? 
d. Did you ever go North or West to spend summers or other time with relatives?  What was that like? Were there discussions of differences in lifestyles, perception of Jim Crow or commitment to the Struggle.
e. Did your Northern or Western relatives come South to spend summers or vacation with your family as you were growing up? What do you remember about these interactions with them in terms of perception of Jim Crow or commitment to the Movement?

F. Your Life after High School
a. How did growing up or living in the Jim Crow South during your formative years:
1. affect your decision to go or not to go to college?  If you chose to go to college, how did it affect your college choice? Were you involved in the Movement during your college years? How were you involved?
 2. influence your professional career choices?
 3.  prepare you for competing professionally within or outside the South?
 4. affect your personal and professional relationships?
 5. affect how you raised your children?
   6.  affect the career choices of your children and whether they have or are still making contributions to the Civil Rights Movement?

b. What do you want to tell your grandchildren about your current contributions to the Civil Rights Movement? If you are not involved in a formal or informal way, why not?

G. Looking back over the past 100 years and 5 generations—grandparents, parents, you, your children and your grandchildren, what have been the most significant ways your own family has or has not benefitted from the Civil Rights Movement?
 
H. Thinking about the current political and socioeconomic situation for African Americans in this country, what advice do you have for your children, grandchildren, and the Black community about continuing the Struggle?





DUE DATES:     Drafts are due the 3rd Wednesday of each month, before our Club Meeting  

JANUARY 12, 2022  	THEMES A and B

FEBRUARY 16, 2022  	THEMES C and D

MARCH 16, 2022		THEMES E and F

APRIL 20, 2022		THEMES G and H


 PLEASE send drafts to:
 sonjiared@comcast.net  or mail to:

Sonjia Parker Redmond
6415 Swainland Road 
Oakland, CA 94611

C (510) 502-9776 or H(510) 547-4573


Thinking that we are on to something great!

That Shy Girl from Notasulga and your classmate, Sonjia Parker (Redmond)
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